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of Session The Report which was Issued in 1949 was not accepted
by either party and a Royal Commission under the Chairmanship
of Marshal of the Royal Air Force, Lord Tedder, was appointed
in 1951. The recommendations of the Commission formed the
basis of a Bill which was introduced in the House of Lords on 26th
November 1952. The chief controversy turned about the status of
the Rector. In the three mediaeval Scottish universities the Rector
is elected triennially by the undergraduates. He is chairman of the
University Court which is an administrative body equivalent to the
Council of the modern English university. The Bill proposes that
the Rector shall no longer be the chairman of the University Court
of St. Andrews and that his place be taken by the Principal who is the
equivalent of the English Vice-Chancellor. The Minister of State
was unwilling to agree to the existence of two independent univer-
sities separated by the short distance of fifteen miles. The students
of the University of Glasgow expressed their concern that the con-
stitutional change at St. Andrews might also affect them, but they
were assured on this point by the Minister, the Earl of Home. A
petition was received from 1,250 students of St Andrews to urge
that the provision for a change in the status of the Rector should be
deleted. The Bill will probably become law during the session
of 1953.